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[We must ask contributors to this department to make their reports as concise as possible, 
omitting all mention of regular routine business, and stating such facts as are of special interest 
to absent members or to the profession at large. The Journal has already Increased its regular 
reading pages from sixty-four to eighty, and It must keep within these limits for at least the 
remainder of the present year. In order to do this all of the departments are being condensed to 
make room for our constantly increasing Items of interest.— Ed.] 


MEETING OF THE NEW YORK STATE NURSES’ ASSOCIATION 

[The Secretary submits a synopsis of the report of the meeting of the New 
York State Association held in Rochester, October 21, 1902, and desires to explain 
that she regrets being unable to give in full the debate which took place upon 
the question of the title, but it was found, when too late to remedy the error, 
that the stenographer’s notes did not include the full debate, so that this report, 
given through the Journal, for the benefit of the nurses who are interested in 
the' subject of registration, cannot be corroborated in all of its details by the 
stenographer’s notes.] 

The regular meeting of the New York State Nurses’ Association was held 
in the Isabella Graham Hart Memorial Home on Tuesday, October 21, 1002. 

There were a number of individual members present and delegates from 
organizations representing 39 votes. 

Miss Julia E. Bailey, first vice-president, was in the chair. 

An address of welcome and encouragement was given by Miss Susan B. 
Anthony. The morning session was devoted to the reports of standing com¬ 
mittees. The minutes of the previous meeting as read by the secretary were 
approved, as was also the report of the treasurer (who was not present), show¬ 
ing a balance on hand of forty-four dollars and Bixty-five cents. The report of 
the chairman of the Credentials Committee showed applications for membership 
to have been received from two alumna) associations and fifteen individuals. 
Those applications received prior to August 21, having complied with the re¬ 
quirements of the constitution, were: 

The Faxton Hospital Alumna: Association, Utica, N. Y. 

Miss Mary S. Gilmour, graduate New York City Training-School. 

Miss Lena Lightborne, graduate Brooklyn Hospital Training-School, Brook¬ 
lyn, N. Y. 

Miss Jan e A. Delano, graduate Bellevue Training-School. 1 

Miss Henrietta Wood, graduate St. Luke’s Hospital, Utica, N. Y. 

Miss Lucy M. Kellogg, graduate St. Luke’s Hospital, Utica, N. Y. 

Those whose applications were received after August 21 (and whose mem¬ 
bership will commence with the January meeting) are: 

Lincoln Hospital and Home Alumnae Association. 

Miss Harriet Sutherland, graduate Rhode Island Training-School, Provi¬ 
dence, R. I. 
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Miss J. Amanda Silver, graduate New York City Training-School. 

Miss Theodora H. LeFebvre, graduate New York City Training-School. 

Miss Fannie E. Arthur, graduate New York City Training-School. 

Miss Mary J. Lambert, graduate St. Lawrence State Hospital. 

Miss Katherine Newman, graduate New York City Training-School. 

Miss Ellen E. Brady, graduate Faxton Hospital. 

Mrs. Sarah Roberts Cook. • 

Miss Olive Strobelle, graduate Rochester Homoeopathic Hospital. 

Miss Beatrice Monteith, graduate Brooklyn Hospital Training-School. 

It was moved and seconded in regular order that this report be adopted and 
the names as read be accepted as members of the association. 

Miss Eva Allerton, chairman of the Committee on Legislation, in submit¬ 
ting her report read a letter from the Hon. James R. Parsons, Jr., secretary of 
the Board of Regents of the State of New York, in which he offered some advice 
in the framing of the bill in which he said: “ The Regents do not seek to secure 
further power in connection with the administration of the laws pertaining to 
any profession. Through the efforts of the professions concerned the adminis¬ 
tration of other professional laws was placed in their hands. At the same time, 
while not in any way attempting to dictate, specially with reference to a pro¬ 
fession the practice of which is not controlled by statute, the provisions that 
should be enforced, they stand ready at all times to administer as fairly and 
impartially as possible such laws as the Legislature may sanction at the re¬ 
quest of the profession concerned.” 

Miss Allerton then read the proposed bill, which is given with the proceed¬ 
ings of the afternoon session, the discussion of which was postponed until the 
afternoon. 

Miss Sophia F. Palmer, chairman of the Committee on Publication and 
Press, read the report for that committee, showing that fourteen hundred and 
fifty copies of the letter to the nurses of New York State were circulated before 
August 21, and that the balance of the two thousand printed were still unmailed 
for want of addresses. 

Two circular letters had been drafted, one addressed to women’s clubs, the 
other to medical societies; these letters were read for the approval of the asso¬ 
ciation. Of the letter addressed to medical societies a number of copies had 
already been made and sent to medical meetings, replies from which were in the 
hands of the secretary. These letters had been mailed by Miss Julia E. Bailey 
in the absence of the chairman from the city, and the answers were addressed 
to her. The letters were read by the secretary as follows: 

“ Avoca, N. Y., August 26, 1002. 

“ Miss Julia E. Bailey, J[0 South Clinton Street, Rochester. 

“My Dear Madam: At the annual meeting of the Lake Keuka Medical 
and Surgical Association, held at Grove Springs, August 19 and 20, the follow¬ 
ing resolution in regard to legislation for nurses was passed: 

“ ‘ Resolved, That the Lake Keuka Medical and Surgical Association ap¬ 
proves of and advises suitable legislation for nurses, and would recommend that 
such be obtained by a State Nurses’ Association; and would further recommend 
that such a society should bo of individual membership; that every nurse in 
the State who is a graduate of a reputable hospital should be eligible.’ 

“ This resolution was formulated by Miss Nye, of Buffalo, at the meeting. 

“ Yours very truly, 

“ W. W. Smitii, Secretary.” 
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“New York State Homoeopathic Medical Society, 

“ 597 Elmwood Avenue, Buffalo, N. Y., 

“ September 19, 1902. 

“ Miss Julia E. Bailey, Rochester, N. Y, 

“ Dear Miss Bailey : In answer to your communication of September 10 
addressed to me at Utica, I would say that the same was not received until after 
we had passed the order of miscellaneous business, and as we were very greatly 
crowded for a time during the rest of the session I had no opportunity of pre¬ 
senting it for consideration. If you would be kind enough to send me a copy of 
the bill which you intend presenting to the Legislature, together with a copy of 
your constitution and by-laws, I will be in a position to present the matter 
intelligently before the State society. We hold our next meeting in Albany, 
February 10, 1903. 

“ Yours very truly, 

“ DeWitt G. Wilcox, Secretary.” 

Later in the day Miss Bailey received notice, by telephone, that the Monroe 
County Homoeopathic Medical Society, then in session, had endorsed the move¬ 
ment for registration. 

The morning session adjourned at twelve-fifteen, to meet again at two 

P.M. 

Lunch was served in the home by Miss Keith, superintendent of the hos¬ 
pital. 

The meeting was called to order at two P.M. 

The chairman then introduced Dr. William S. Ely, who addressed the con¬ 
vention as follows: * 

“ I feel highly honored by the invitation to appear before you this after¬ 
noon. I take it as a recognition of the interest I feel in the profession of 
nursing and my desire to aid you in elevating your standards. Two or three 
years ago I appeared before a company of nurses in this room. Appreciating 
then the difficulties under which you were laboring, I urged rapid organization 
of the nurses throughout the State in order that you might apply to the Legis¬ 
lature for such relief a3 you would sooner or later need. But the recom¬ 
mendation made at that time was a little premature; you had not fully formed 
your State association, and therefore were in no condition to appear with any 
influence at Albany. But since that dato your State association has been per¬ 
fected, and the time has come when you ought to secure the enactment of some 
legislation in your behalf. In the interesting paper read by Miss Palmer before 
the Ethical Club of this city last Friday, the conditions under which you are 
laboring and the relief which seems necessary were fully set forth. You are 
situated very much as physicians were twelve years ago. At that time phy¬ 
sicians throughout the State were so much interested in sectarian quarrels that 
they overlooked what was essential to their welfare and the welfare of the 
public. We finally decided in 1890 that the three different schools of medicine 
in the State should come together and agree upon a proper standard of qualifi¬ 
cations for the practice of medicine. There was then really no definition of a 
physician,—almost anyone could practise medicine. 

“ As the finances of the medical schools depended upon the number of pupils 
they could draw, they naturally made their standards for graduation exceed¬ 
ingly low. There were medical schools in some of the United States which 
on the receipt of ten, fifteen, or twenty-five dollars would issue a diploma to 
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a doctor, and on that, without any qualifications whatever, he could practise 
medicine. 

“ So the first thing to agree upon was that while the schools should grad¬ 
uate physicians, they should not be permitted to license them to practise. And 
we united in applying to the Legislature for a bill taking the license to prac¬ 
tise from the schools and putting it in the hands of the University of the State 
of New York. 

Of course, there was much opposition to the bill, especially from the 
medical schools, but this was overcome and the bill became a law and went 
into effect in September, 1891, under which the practice of medicine is at present 
conducted. New York was the pioneer in this effort. And the Buccess has been 
so great that in nearly all of the States of the Union a similar bill has been 
passed. 

“ The result of this has been that the standard of medical education has 
been raised and is being still further raised. There is now required a suitable 
preliminary education and the attendance upon at least a three-years’ course 
in a regularly incorporated medical school recognized by the University as 
having a proper standard. Then the students, having received their diplomas, 
appear before a State board holding meetings four times a year in New York, 
Albany, Syracuse, and Buffalo, and undergo an impartial examination by repre¬ 
sentatives of the Regents upon questions prepared by a board of medical exam¬ 
iners. Those who pass this examination successfully receive a license from the 
University of the State of New York to practise medicine, and when this license 
is registered in the office of the county clerk in the particular county in which 
they wish to reside they are constituted qualified practitioners of medicine. 
But even then they are not beyond the control of the State of New York, because 
just bo soon as any individual who receives this license is found guilty of im¬ 
moral conduct, his license can be withdrawn. 

“ The practice of nursing is hardly distinguishable from the practice of 
medicine. Year by year, as I come in contact with different members of your 
profession, my idea of the importance of your work increases, until now I think 
you are deserving of the same recognition on the part of the State and the 
public as physicians. Often you are more necessary than the physician, for 
the welfare of the patient depends at times more upon the intelligent trained 
nurse than it does upon the doctor. 

“ As I understand, you are now about to unite in a request to the Legis¬ 
lature to be placed under the control of the State Board of Regents, exactly as 
are the physicians. 

“ As stated by Miss Palmer, until you do this, your standard will continue 
to be lowered. The public cannot now distinguish between the trained nurse 
and the nurse who is untrained. When you go to Albany to urge the passage of 
your bill you will encounter opposition; you will be told that there are 
untrained nurses who know more than the trained nurse does. In reply you 
can say that you do not wish to interfere .with home nursing or the gratuitous 
care of the sick, but as soon as untrained nurses add ‘ trained nurse’ to their 
names and go out to work for pay, just so soon the same standard of qualifica¬ 
tions should be required of them as is required of you. They should be made 
to take a regular course of training and should be required to pass an examina¬ 
tion by the State Board of Regents. 

“ It is only in this way that the public can be protected in their rights. 
Your bill, if passed, will at once elevate you as a profession, give you the 
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proper standing before the public, and eliminate from your number a large class 
of incompetent persons who are constantly disgracing your calling. It should 
be understood in connection with the passage of a hill for the practice of 
nursing that it cannot be made retroactive. It cannot apply to any who have 
already received degrees from a regular training-school for nurses. Those who 
after the passage of this bill graduate as nurses, and wish to be called ‘ trained 
nurses,’ or whatever title you may decide upon, must receive a license from the 
Regents to practise. 

“ The purpose of your bill, so soon as it is passed, should be to cut oil 
from the list of trained nurses all of those who have not graduated and received 
a degree from an incorporated training-school for nurses. The Board of Regents 
has nothing to do with setting the standard of your examination. You elect 
those of your number who are best qualified to prepare the questions to be 
asked of candidates, then the Board of Regents takes the questions which you 
prepare and goes through the machinery of the examination.” 

Dr. Ely was asked what the effect of this law of 1891 was in raising the 
standard of medical education. He replied: 

“ The effect has been surprising. Every school throughout the country has 
raised its standard under the stimulus of this law. If it does not raise its 
standard, it does' not adequately educate its pupils. The examinations are 
made both theoretical and practical, so that those who have been years in 
practice coming from other States will find that they can pass the examina¬ 
tion as well as those who have just graduated. 

“ The standard of the medical law in New York State is so high that we 
cannot yet engage in reciprocity with any other State in the Union. If a phy¬ 
sician comes from Pennsylvania and wants to settle in New York, he cannot 
do it without passing the New York examination simply because the Pennsyl¬ 
vania standard is not quite so high as the New York standard. There should 
be a uniform standard throughout the country, but the conditions of the South 
and the far West are so different from those of the East that it is somewhat 
difficult to establish a uniform standard at present. 

“ If a nursing law be enacted similar to the medical licensing law, you 
will be able to rule out not only the incompetent ones in your neighborhood, 
but the incompetent women in other States will not be allowed to come into 
Ngw. York State to practise nursing.” 

The Rev. Father Thomas A. Hendrick addressed the convention in part as 
follows: 

“ The relationship of the Regents to the profession of nursing has been so 
aptly and so briefly touched upon by Dr. Ely that there is very little left for 
me to say. I naturally look at this subject from a different stand-point from 
that which Dr. Ely holds. Having been myself under the kindly administra¬ 
tion of nurses and the subject of the doctors’ care, naturally I look at it with 
the eye of the public; and also being a Regent and knowing the general mis¬ 
apprehension, I may say almost general, among the persons who are most 
concerned,' I would view it also from the stand-point of the Regent. In the 
first place, let me emphasize what Dr. Ely has already said, that the function 
of the Regent is not legislative; it is executive. We take the laws as made 
and execute them. We have absolutely no right to vary from the laws, because, 
in so far as we might vary from the laws, just so far our action would be 
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illegal. The Regents are simply the trustees of the State. They are the officers 
of the university, and the university is one of the executive departments of 
the State government. The will of the people as to the education of the people 
is executed through two arms: the Department of Public Instruction, which has 
control of all preliminary education in the schools, which are called in the 
school act the common schools, and which has control also of the courses 
cognate to the education in the primary schools; for instance, the normal 
schools. But the Regents have control of the higher education. The university 
is divided into several departments. The administrative department, for instance, 
has four divisions: Finance, Reports, Charter, and Printing. The second and 
third are College and High School, including three divisions: Registration, 
Inspection, and Examination. There are four divisions in the department of 
Home Education: the Public Libraries, Travelling Libraries and Pictures, Ex¬ 
tension and Library School. The State Library is open to all the citizens of the 
State, and any member of this association may draw books on application to 
the State Librarian, with reference to some person—Dr. Ely, for instance, or 
some other person well known in this city. There are Borne fifty-four thousand 
volumes in the State Library. 

“ There is no way in which a corporation for educational purposes may be 
controlled, above the grade of primary schools, excepting through the Uni¬ 
versity of New York. Any educational body, therefore, of which the Nurses’ 
Association would be one, the purpose being to educate and safeguard the 
standards of admission to practise, would necessarily be under the University 
of the State of New York, and it would be the function of the Regents to 
see that the standards were maintained and the laws executed. I say this, 
although it may seem to bo elementary and tiresome to some of you, because I 
have been asked by physicians in the city such questions as this: ‘How do you 
undertake to examine physicians? You don’t know anything about surgery or 
medicine.’ We don’t claim to know anything about it, but the State Medical 
Association know enough to select men who do know about these things and 
how to conduct the examinations.” . . . “ It is not the idea of the exam¬ 

iners to ‘ stick’ people, to use a common expression, to puzzle them in their 
examination; it is not a guessing match or a game of rebus or anything of that 
sort. But the idea of the State is, and that is the idea of the public, to pro¬ 
tect, not primarily the physicians, nor in your case the nurses, but to protect 
the people.” . . . 

“ Incidentally the physician is protected and the nurse is protected. It 
is based upon the theory that the people have the right, and it ought to be 
the function of the State, to prevent any man who is ignorant of the prin¬ 
ciples of medicine from killing people; and in the case of nurses, to prevent 
incompetent nurses undoing the work of skilful physicians. So if the people 
have the right to protect themselves from the number of unskilled men who 
claim to be skilled physicians, logically it is their right to protect themselves 
from the unskilled people who claim to be nurses.” . . . 

“ The questions are based upon such things as are assumed to be known 
by those least able to practise medicine. It gives a minimum standard, not a 
maximum. It may be readily assumed that of those who pass this examination 
the majority could pass a more difficult examination. There is no question of 
honors in a Regents’ examination; the only question is: Is such a person fit 
to practise medicine?” . . . “The doctors themselves have raised this stand¬ 
ard because they know what is right. They are conscientious. It is presumed, 
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and it is known, and it is believed by the people, that the doctors and the 
nurses and professional people of every kind have a higher interest than 
the mere money that is in the business. You may call it a business from 
one side, but it is their professional instinct, their desire to do good, primarily, 
to the human race, that raised this standard and is constantly raising it. 

“ The standard was raised by the University of New York at the instance 
of the doctors. If it has any right to exist, its defenders ought to be among 
the doctors and the nurses, those who are capable of understanding the need 
for it. If a doctor is a good doctor, he ought to say there ought to be some 
touchstone, a certain something, to say that he is more competent to practise 
than the person who doesn’t know anything about medicine, or than one who 
doesn’t know anything about nursing. It is not the nurses’ dress that makes 
her a nurse. The examination cannot tell some things to the public. It cannot 
tell the moral qualities, although the examination primarily requires good 
moral character. I mean courage, and I mean tact, and many other things that 
cannot enter into an examination. It can tell of technical knowledge. The 
requirements of the examination are, first of all, the primary education.” . . . 

“ Preliminary education is essential. Symptoms are the language of the patient 
to the doctor. He learns about the patient by the symptoms. Very often the 
patient cannot talk or give him any.other indication whatever. And for that 
reason the nurses have elaborate charts upon which are entered a large number 
of symptoms, and in that way a doctor keeps constantly in touch with a case 
and knows how it is progressing. 

“ A person untaught in the primary branches cannot keep such a chart, 
cannot give the doctor such information: therefore, the primary education is 
absolutely necessary. And so the higher the nursing profession makes its stand¬ 
ard, and the more worthy of confidence, the more worthy of patronage it will 
be. I know from my own experience how many nurses enter into this profession 
with conscientious effort and spend themselves at it, and it does seem to me, as 
one who might stand in need of such service, that there is great need on the 
part of the public for a standard.” 

Miss Anthony made a few remarks, in which she expressed the opinion 
that the day is coming when trained nurses will be required to possess a college 
education before being admitted to training, saying that the older generation 
of women had not had the opportunities for college education which the younger 
generation now have. 

Miss Sophia F. Palmer spoke of the plans in the way of the higher pre¬ 
liminary education which were being agitated in different sections of the country, 
explaining briefly the plans which were rapidly coming into form at the Me¬ 
chanics’ Institute in Rochester for the establishment of a central school for the 
theoretical instruction of nurses, to which four of the training-schools were to 
send their pupils. Dr. Ely explained at some length the plan which was already 
in operation, of allowing the pupils of the different schools to take a course in 
German at the Mechanics’ Institute, this course having been made possible 
through the generosity of one of Rochester’s leading philanthropists, Mr. Henry 
Lomb. 

The report of the Committee on Legislation was then taken up. We give 
the amended bill; the bill as first presented contained the words “ Trained 
Nurse” in place of “ Registered Nurse” as here given: 
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“ A BILL FOB THE REGISTRATION OF NURSES IN NEW TORE STATE. 

“ 1. Any resident of New York State, being over the age of twenty-three 
years and of good moral character, holding a diploma from a legally incor¬ 
porated training-school for nurses connected with a general hospital or a hos¬ 
pital for the insane giving a satisfactory course of at least two years and 
registered by the Regents as maintaining in other respects proper standards, and 
who shall have received from the Regents of the University a certificate of his 
or her qualifications to practise as a Registered Nurse, as hereinafter provided, 
shall be styled and known as a Registered NurBe, and no other person shall 
assume such title, or use the abbreviation R. N., or any other words, letters, 
or figures to indicate that the person using the same is such a Registered 
Nurse. 

“ 2. The Regents of the University may appoint a board of three exam¬ 
iners, which shall be selected from those nominated by the New York State 
Nurses’ Association, and with the advice of this Board of Examiners make 
rules for the examination of nurses applying for certificates under this act. 

“ The Regents shall charge for examination and certificate such fee as 
may be necessary to meet the actual expenses of such examination, and they 
shall report annually their receipts and expenses under the provisions of this 
act to the State Comptroller, and pay the balance of receipts over expenditures 
to the State Treasurer. 

“ The Regents may revoke any such certificate for sufficient cause after 
written notice to the holder thereof and hearing thereon. 

“ 3. On unanimous recommendation of the Board of Examiners the Regents 
may, in their discretion, waive the examination of any persons mentioned in 
Section 1 above, or holding a diploma from any legally incorporated training- 
school registered by the Regents as maintaining proper standards, who shall 
have been graduated before the passage of this act, and who shall apply in 
writing for such certificate within two years after the passage of this act. 

“ 4. Any violation of this act shall be a misdemeanor.” 

The point taken up for discussion after the reading of the bill was the 
question of the title. The secretary was asked to give the returns from the 
absent members who had been asked to Btate their preference in writing; it 
was found that the title “ Registered Graduate Nurse” had a majority in the 
written replies. 

Miss Ida Palmer called attention to Article II., Section C-c, of the by-laws, 
which reads, “ The vote of individuals Bhall be cast in person,” and it was de¬ 
cided that while the opinion of absent members must be given due weight, in 
coming to a conclusion the final vote must be cast by the members present. 

In the discussion which followed, to which ample time was given, and which 
was conducted with moderation and toleration, Miss Allerton, chairman of the 
Legislative Committee, with her associate, Miss Darner, stood strongly for the 
term “ Trained Nurse,” urging in support of their arguments that the public were 
accustomed to that title, and it would take many years to educate the masses 
of the people to discriminate in favor of a new title the meaning of which they 
did not understand. 

Miss Nye, of Buffalo, objected to all of the titles which had been proposed, 
stating that she believed the title should be simply “Nurse;” that a woman 
should have the right to use that title or she should not have it; that there 
should be no qualifying or half-way measures, and she held that by adopting any 
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one of the other titles, which must necessarily be misleading in its significance, 
we were creating difficulties for the future. Miss Nye spoke ably and forcibly in 
support of her opinions. 

Miss Sophia Palmer, in expressing her preference for “ Registered Nurse,” 
quoted from a letter received by the secretary from Miss Waterman, of the 
Brooklyn Methodist Episcopal Hospital, saying that in the term “ Registered 
Nurse” would be implied training and graduation from a school endorsed by 
the Regents, because by no other methods would a nurse be permitted to use 
that title. The visiting members, of whom there were over a hundred present, 
were given the privilege of taking part in the discussion on the title. 

It was moved by Miss Enright and seconded by Miss Nye that the secretary 
submit this matter of the title to the other State associations already formed 
and get their opinion before it was decided by the New York State Association. 
The motion was lost. In speaking to this motion Miss Darner emphasized the 
fact that all of the State associations were equally undecided in the choice of 
the title, and they were looking to the New York State Nurses to make a 
decision at this meeting. Miss Darner then moved that the name “Registered 
Nurse” be incorporated in the bill to be sent to the Legislature; seconded by 
Miss Frick and carried by a vote of thirty-seven to two. Miss Allerton, who 
had favored the use of the term “ Trained Nurse,” voted with the majority. 

The visiting members were then asked to express their approval or dis¬ 
approval of this title. Their vote was unanimous in favor of it, and there was 
great applause and enthusiasm. 

The other sections of the bill were adopted as read. 

An invitation was tendered by Miss Gardner, on behalf of the association 
she represented, to hold the next meeting in Syracuse. 

Miss Reading, the delegate from the Bellevue Alumna) Society, extended an 
invitation to hold the next meeting in New York City. 

It was argued that in view of the fact that New York City is the great 
nursing centre of the State, at least one meeting a year should be held there, 
and it was decided that the January meeting be held in that city. 

A vote of thanks was given to the Syracuse association for their invitation, 
and it was suggested that if the invitation be extended, the association should 
go to Syracuse during the coming year. After some further routine business 
the meeting adjourned. 

Elizabeth C. Sanford, Secretary. 

149 Chestnut Street, Rochester, N. Y. 


PROPOSED BILL OP THE ILLINOIS STATE ASSOCIATION OP GRADUATE 

NURSES 

“ An Act to regulate the practice of professional nursing of the sick in the 
State of Illinois. 

“ Sec. I. Be it enacted by the people in the State of Illinois represented 
in the General Assembly: That within thirty days after the passage of this 
act the Governor of this State shall, by the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appoint a State Board of Examiners of graduate nurses to be composed of five 
(5) members to be selected by the Governor from twelve (12) nominations sub-, 
mitted to him by the Illinois State Association of Graduate Nurses. One of 
the members of this board shall be designated to hold office one year, one for 
two years, one for three years, one for four years, one for five years, and there- 
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after, upon the expiration of the term of office of the person so appointed, the 
Governor of the State shall appoint a successor to each person whose term of 
office shall expire, to hold office for five years, and the person so appointed shall 
be selected by the Governor from a list of five nominations submitted to him by 
the Illinois State Association of Graduate Nurses. 

“ In case appointment of a successor is not made before the expiration of 
the term of any member, such member shall hold office until a successor is 
appointed and duly qualified. Any vacancy occurring in membership of the 
board shall be filled by the Governor of this State for the unexpired term of 
such membership. 

“ Sec. II. The members of the State Board of Examiners of Registered 
Nurses shall, before entering on the discharge of their duties, make and file 
with the Secretary of State the constitutional oath of office. They shall, as soon 
as organized and annually thereafter in the month of January, elect from their 
number a president and a secretary, who shall be also the treasurer. The treas¬ 
urer before entering upon her or his duties shall file a bond with the Secretary 
of State for such sum as shall be required of her or him by said Secretary of 
State. The board shall adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with this 
act to govern its proceedings and also a seal, and the secretary Bhall have the 
care and custody thereof; and she or he shall keep a record of all proceedings 
of the board, including a register of the names of all nurses duly registered under 
this act, which shall be open at all reasonable times to public scrutiny; and the 
board shall cause the prosecution of all persons violating any of the provisions 
of this act and may incur necessary expense on that behalf. The secretary of 
the board shall receive a salary which shall be fixed by the board and which 
shall not exceed twelve hundred dollars per annum; she or he shall also receive 
travelling and other expenses incurred in the performance of her or his official 
duties. The other members of the board shall receive the sum of five dollars 
for each day actually engaged in this service, and all legitimate and necessary 
expenses incurred in attending the meeting of said board. Said expenses and 
salaries shall be paid from the fees received by the board under the provision 
of this act, and no part of the salary or other expenses of the board shall be 
paid out of the State Treasury. All money received in excess of the said per 
diem allowance and other expenses provided for shall be held by the treasurer 
as a special fund for meeting the expenses of said board and the cost of an annual 
report of the proceedings of said board. 

“ Sec. III. Three members of the board shall constitute a quorum. Special 
meeting's of the board shall be called by the secretary upon written request of 
any two members. The board shall adopt rules and regulations for the examina¬ 
tion of applicants for licenses to practise professional nursing of the sick in 
accordance with the provision of this act, and may amend, modify, and repeal 
such rules and regulations from time to time. The board shall immediately 
upon the election of the officers thereof, and upon the adoption, repeal, or modi¬ 
fication of its rules of government or its rules and regulations for examinations 
of applicants for registration, file with the Secretary of State and publish in at 
least one journal devoted to the interest of professional nursing and one daily 
newspaper published in the State of Illinois at least twice the name and address 
• of each officer, and a copy of such rules and regulations or the amendment, repeal, 
or modification thereof. 

“ Sec. IV. Provision shall be made by the board hereby constituted for hold¬ 
ing examinations at least twice in each year. All examinations shall be made 
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directly by said board or a committee of two (2) members delegated by the 
board, and due notice of the time and place of holding such examination as in the 
case provided for the publication of the rules and regulations of said board. The 
examinations shall be of such a character as to determine the fitness of the appli¬ 
cant to practise professional nursing of the sick, and shall include the following 
subjects: materia medica, physiology, anatomy, chemistry, obstetrics, urinalysis, 
children’s diseases, sanitation, hygiene, dietetics, and practical care of patients, 
viz.: (baths, massage, bandaging). If the results of the examination of any appli¬ 
cant shall be satisfactory to a majority of the board, the secretary shall, upon 
an order of the board, issue to the applicant a certificate to that effect, and upon 
payment to the secretary of the board by the candidate a fee of ten dollars, the 
secretary shall thereupon issue to the person named thereon a license to practise 
professional nursing in this State. 

“ Sec. V. The applicant who desires to practise professional nursing shall 
furnish satisfactory evidence that she or he is more than twenty-one years of 
age, is of good moral character, has received a sufficient preliminary education 
as may be determined by the board, and has graduated from a training-school 
of a general hospital of good standing, as may be determined by the board, and 
where at least two-years’ training in the hospital and systematic courses of 
instruction are given'. 

Sec. VI. Any person who shall by affidavit or otherwise show to the satis¬ 
faction of the board that she or he was engaged in the practice of professional 
nursing of the sick on the date of the passage of this act shall be entitled to a 
license without an examination, provided such application shall be made within 
six months after the passage of this act. 

“ Sec. VII. All persons who have duly received licenses in accordance with 
the provisions of this act shall be known and styled a registered nurse, and it 
shall be unlawful after six months from the passage of this act for any person 
to practise professional nursing of the sick as such without a license in this 
State, or to advertise as or assume the title of trained nurse or graduate nurse, 

, or to use the abbreviation of T. N. or G. N. or any other words, letters, or figures 
to indicate that the person using the same is a trained, registered, or graduate 
nurse. 

“ Sec. VIII. Any person violating any of the provisions of this act shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor 
more than two hundred dollars for the first offence, and not less than one hun¬ 
dred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars for each subsequent offence. 

Sec. IX. This act shall not be construed to affect or apply to the gratuitous 
nursing of the sick by friends or members of the family, and also it shall not 
apply to any person nursing the sick for hire but who does not in any way 
assume to be a registered or graduate nurse. 

“ Sec. X. Any person who shall wilfully make any false representation to 
the Board of Examiners in applying for a license shall be guilty of a misde¬ 
meanor, and upon conviction be punished by a fine of not less than five hundred 
dollars nor more than two thousand dollars. 

“ Sec. XI. The State Board of Examiners of graduate nurses shall have the 
power to revoke any certificate or license issued in accordance with this act by 
unanimous vote of said board for gross incompetency, dishonesty, habitual in- • 
temperance, or any act derogatory to the morals or standing of the profession 
of nursing as may be determined by the board, but before any license or certifi¬ 
cate shall be revoked the holder thereof shall be entitled to at least twenty-days’ 
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notice of the charge against her or him and of the time and place of hearing 
and determining of such charges, at which time and place she or he shall be 
entitled to be heard. Upon the revocation of any certificate or license it shall 
be the duty of the secretary of the board to strike the name of the holder thereof 
from the roll of registered nurses.” 

Mrs. E. B. Hutchinson, the president of the Illinois Association, in sending 
the above bill to the Joubnal, says: “ We quite expect that some minor points 
in this bill will be changed to suit in some degree the personnel of this year’s 
General Assembly.” . . . “The State Association has really done some good 
work lately, viz.: the sending out of five members to visit every hospital in the 
State of Illinois and glean information as to the curriculum, number of gradu¬ 
ates sent out each year, standing for entrance, amount of clinical and didactic 
teaching, length of training, whether student nurses are paid, etc.” . . . “We 
are all watching with interest the progress of the Eastern societies, and send our 
sincerest wishes for success.” 


THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE MEETING 

The North Carolina State Nurses’s Association was organized October 29 
at Raleigh, with forty-five charter members. 

The meeting was enthusiastic and harmonious. Among its active workers 
and members are nurses from many of the best hospitals in the United States 
and Great Britain. 

Several of the larger towns in the State sent representatives, who brought 
the names of other nurses who were too busy to attend the meeting. 

The work of organization has progressed to Buch an extent that the asso¬ 
ciation will soon be chartered, and State legislation is looked forward to at 
an early date. 

Noted among the visitors was Miss Fallon, president of the New Jersey 
State Nurses’ Association. Her talks upon association work were most inter¬ 
esting and instructive. 

bliss M. L. Wyde was elected president and Miss A. L. de Vane secretary. 


THE SCHOOL NURSE IN NEW YORK CITY 

Since the account of the school-nurse experiment was written the Boards of 
Health and Education have determined to establish the nurse as a regular munici¬ 
pal official in the public schools, and Miss Rogers, who so successfully conducted 
the experiment during October, was formally summoned to the office of the Board 
of Health on November 6 and was given the official badge of the Health Board, a 
very handsome and imposing gold shield. 

The school nurses will be under the control of the Board of Health and will 
be salaried by that board. The Board of Education will designate the schools in 
which the nurse’s services are needed. It is hoped that a small staff of nurses 
may be established as soon as possible and gradually increased to the necessary 
number. 

This i 3 the first instance of a nurse being established in the public schools by 
the municipal authorities. 

Miss Rogers’s monthly report to the Board of Health is duplicated on the 
following page: 
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TWENTY SCnOOL DAYS. 

October, 1902. 


Name. 

Cases treated. 

Time. 

Work done. 

School 147. 

184 



Parochial School. 

' 207 


Sent down by the doctor to bo 
treated in school. 

School 31. 

191 


School 12. 

311 



Total. 

893 



Average. 

44 



Number of calls made.... 

137 



Diseases: 

Conjunctivitis (simple 
and purulent). 

191 


best way of caring for those with 
sore eyes and unclean heads. 

Blepharitis....'.. 

81 



Eczema scalp. 

6 



Trachoma. .*.. 

4 


Came under my notice before 
going home. 

Ring-worm. 

4 


Minor wounds. 

32 


These include cuts, bruises, dog- 
bites, eczema, etc. 

Unclassified eye troubles 

20 


Total. 

288 



Children excluded. 

25(7) 


All but four returned to school. 




(Signed) L. D. W. 


L. L. Rogers. 


REPORT OF THE COURSE IN HOSPITAL ECONOMICS 

Miss Alline, instructor in charge of the Course in Hospital Economics at 
Teachers’ College, New York, reports for the month of October as follows: 

“ The following-named students registered for the Course in Hospital Eco¬ 
nomics in October, 1902: 

“Miss Barter, graduate of St. Luke’s Hospital, Chicago, Ill. 

“ Miss Black, graduate of Rochester Homoeopathic Hospital, Rochester, N. Y. 

“ Miss Bliss, graduate of the House of the Good Shepherd, Syracuse, N. Y. 

“ Miss Hickox, graduate of the Worcester City Hospital, Worcester, Mass. 

“ Miss Krueger, graduate of the Illinois Training-School, Chicago, Ill. 

“ Miss Nelson, graduate of Augustana Hospital, Chicago, Ill. 

“ Miss Perrin, graduate of Denver Hospital, Denver, Col. 

“ They registered for the full number of points allowed, with the privilege 
of dropping a class if they found their programme too heavy; this four of them 
did when they knew what they could best leave out, leaving for them a course 
of fifteen points. The excursions for the month have been two—to the Presby¬ 
terian Hospital. It is easy to get them started on excursions, but hard to get 
'them home; they want to stay. 

"Miss Nutting gave her course of lectures Thursday and Friday, October 
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30 and 31. From what I have seen thus far it is a very promising class. The 
work has certainly started off for the year easier than ever before. 

“ My report of last year’s class will not be complete, as not all have been 
heard from. 

“Miss Fisher returned to the Butterworth Hospital, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
from which she had resigned to take the course at the college. 

“ Miss Glenn, having a choice of two positions, after looking over both 
fields, chose the Passavant Hospital, Chicago, Ill. In her last letter she says: 

‘ I feel as if I would like to say to the hospital economics students that there is 
not a thing they can pick up in any way that they will not be glad of later. 
I realized it last year, but it is impressed on me over and over again as the 
days go by. I am going to give the work in dietetics, so I can have the money 
for reference-books. Twenty-five dollars is what they have been paying an 
instructor. Not a day passes that I am not glad of something I got in New 
York. I do hope it may be my privilege to have another year there some time.’ 

“ I heard indirectly that Miss Forbes returned to the Massachusetts Homoeo¬ 
pathic Hospital to take charge of some part of the practical work and to assist 
in the theoretical instruction. 

“ Miss Fraser spent six weeks in the State Hospital on Ward’s Island, 
making a more thorough study of institutional dietaries. 

“ A meeting of the Advisory Committee 'was held at the college dormitories 
on Friday, October 27, when the committee had the pleasure of meeting the 
students and the opportunity of discussing the work for the coming year. This 
promises to be exceedingly satisfactory and the students are full of enthusiasm. 
Indeed, Dr. Wood, who watches most carefully’ over them, says that their fault 
is that they want to learn too much! 

" Finances are at present of considerable anxiety to the committee, and 
every nurse is asked to do what she can to obtain subscriptions, even if small 
ones. There seems to be no doubt that this course is a valuable one, not only 
to the student who is so fortunate as to take it, but to those whom she herself 
endeavors to help when she assumes a position of responsibility. Therefore all 
contributions are for the public good. “ Maud Banfield, Chairman.” 


THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NURSING COMPANY BECOMES INCORPO¬ 
RATED. 

The American Journal or Nursing Company was incorporated in the 
City of New York, October 13, 1902. The incorporators elected a Board of 
Directors, five in number, to serve until the annual meeting in January, of which 
Miss M. E. P. Davis was elected president, Miss A. D. Van Kirk, secretary, and 
Miss P. S. Dolliver, treasurer, the other two directors being Miss S. F. Palmer 
and Miss L. L. Dock. The company was formed with a capital stock of ten thou¬ 
sand dollars, one hundred shares at par value of one hundred dollars per share 
being issued. By-laws were adopted. 

On the previous day a stockholders’ meeting was held, all of the stock with 
the exception of two shares being represented either in person or by proxy, and 
the preliminary steps for incorporation were taken, the by-laws approved, and a 
general outline of procedure agreed upon. A limited number of shares are for 
sale, preferably to nurses or alumnce associations. 

Anne Dbavo Van Kirk, Secretary. 
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF NURSES 
Mrs. Charlotte Richmond Mill, matron of St. George’s Hospital, Bombay, 
India, has consented to serve as honorary vice-president for that country. 

L. L. Dock, Secretary. 


OCTOBER, 1900 —WANTED 

The Children’s Hospital of Boston is endeavoring to make a complete set of 
The American Journal of Nursing, but is unable to obtain the first number of 
the first volume, October, 1900. Will anyone having this number to dispose of 
communicate directly with the superintendent, “ Sister Caroline”? 


REGULAR MEETINGS 

Chicago, III. —Programme of St. Luke’s Alumnie Association for 1902 and 
1903: September, business meeting; October, Dr. W. A. Pusey, “X-ray;” Novem¬ 
ber, Mrs. Charles Henrotin, “Consumers’ League;” December, Mrs. Ella Moore, 
Chicago University, “Romola;” January, Miss Lathrop, “Village Care of the 
Insane,” stereopticon; February, domestic science, “Food;” March, Dr. Ralph 
Daniels, “Toxines;” April, Dr. William Evans, “Blood Examination;” May, 
open date; June annual meeting. 


Portland, Me. —At a recent reunion of the graduates of the Maine General 
Hospital School for Nurses of Portland at Riverton Park, Dr. Seth C. Gordon, one 
of the surgeons of the hospital, delivered the following address: 

“ To the Alumnas Association of Nurses of TnE Training-School of the 
Maine General Hospital: The graduation of the first class of nurses from the 
Training-School of the Maine General Hospital marked a new era in the history 
of the practice of medicine in Maine. Few now living in general practice realize 
the many disadvantages under which the profession labored before the days of 
trained nurses. • It is true that we had a small number of good, faithful, intelli¬ 
gent, efficient nurses of the old school, trained only in the stern school of experi¬ 
ence, with nothing of the modern anatomical and physiological knowledge now 
given to the strict course in schools. It is also true that the demands of modern 
cleanliness and asepsis were at that time almost unknown, both in medical as 
well as surgical cases. The nurse that could make a bed properly, even when the 
patient was out of it, who could give a bath carefully without danger of a chill, 
and prepare food and serve it in a dainty form, give enemas and douches, was 
considered accomplished in the highest degree. To the doctor was left all the 
details of taking temperatures, pulse, catheterizing, and administration of hypo¬ 
dermic medicines. This was a demand upon the doctor’s time which could not 
always be answered by the busy man, and oftentimes the patient was the sufferer 
in consequence. It was also an additional expense to the patient, which many 
times could illy be afforded, where the circumstances were such as are so fre¬ 
quently found in the general practice of all physicians. 

“ The trained nurse changed the entire system. By lectures, text-books, and 
recitations nurses are made familiar with the rise, progress, and general symp¬ 
toms of disease, the course and probable results, the action of remedies, the 
need for them, and the proper time for withholding them in cases where the 
counsel of the physician or surgeon cannot be available at the time. 



225 


Official Reports of Societies 

“ By such aid as the properly trained nurse can give, the wise, prudent, and 
busy physician can ordinarily save to the patient the expense of the nurse in less 
frequent visits of his own.' 

“ This, to the patient in moderate circumstances, means much, for she or he 
obtains the constant care of the nurse for a compensation heretofore paid to a 
physician for only a few minutes’ attention. This is a consideration which is 
often overlooked, and perhaps one not sufficiently regarded and practically 
enforced by the doctor himself. 

“ To the practitioner of the last ten or fifteen years the trained nurse is a 
necessity, and he can scarcely imagine a condition such as older men in the 
profession encountered so frequently, and therefore may not properly estimate 
her value to himself or to the patient. 

“ The course of training generally followed in the training-schools, while 
it gives a fairly good theoretical and practical education, by no means, in all 
cases, produces the accomplished and desirable nurse. The majority of nurses 
undoubtedly take up the work as a profession by which to earn a living, preferring 
this to any other profession or vocation, such as teaching, etc. A small minority 
choose it from all the various professions and vocations for absolute love of the 
work. 

“ There are nurses born, as well as poets and doctors. Florence Nightingale 
inaugurated the system entirely from a desire to benefit suffering humanity. 
While it is eminently commendable to enter the profession for pecuniary advan¬ 
tage, it is extremely unfortunate for both nurse and patient when no love of the 
profession grows with the training or after experience. It is then mere drudgery, 
and the high ideal of true nursing is never reached. In order to cultivate this 
spirit among nurses, such associations as yours should be formed and actively 
kept up. This is the era of associated work,—no business or profession succeeds 
best without such combinations. It is an educational work, where each learns 
much from the combined experience of the whole. It inculcates a desire for the 
highest ideal and cheers the disheartened, while it raises higher the standard 
of professional requirements. The system is by no means perfect; new schemes 
are constantly being devised for giving a broader scope to this professional work, 
and it is to such as your association is composed of that the leaders look for 
advice and help. If each one of you continue to work by herself, in a routine 
manner, without communicating any of your experiences or new methods that 
come to you out of that experience, I fear that nursing will no longer be 
dignified with the title of profession, but will lapse into a mere trade. Such 
innumerable varieties of expression of disease come to you that never reach the 
busy practitioner, that by careful study of them and noting fully you may be 
able to advance the knowledge of the practitioner of medicine and surgery and 
thus materially aid your patient. The higher the preparatory standard of educa¬ 
tion, the greater the intellectual capacity, the more useful you become as aids to 
the physician. Much remains to be learned by the medical profession, in matters 
of detail, by comparison of statistics which alone can be reached best by the 
careful, intelligent, well-educated nurse. 

“ in this view of the case you have a high ideal to reach and a noble and 
inspiring duty to perform. Your relation to the doctor must ever be that of 
an aid in all his professional duties. You must therefore be always ready to 
respond to any and every call where he may go. Any nurse who expects to 
receive the favors of the profession must also accept the responsibilities > they 

9 
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go hand in hand. It is all professional work, and that nurse who fears to go 
where the doctor leads is lacking in the true professional spirit. It may be where 
danger is to be faced in the form of infectious or contagious disease, but there 
your duty lies. If you fail here, you betray the trust reposed in you by your 
instructors and best friends, the doctors. Educate yourselves to this state of 
mind, go fearlessly and willingly, and the danger is remote. The power of 
resistance is great where the heart and the soul are in the work. I cannot too 
strongly emphasize this point, for I fear that too many nurses have taken the 
opposite view of their duty. 

“ I suggest this as one of the topics for discussion at this meeting of the 
association. You owe it to the profession, who are always ready to assume all 
the responsibilities devolving upon them, and to whom you look for your sup¬ 
port and protection; you owe it to the public, who receive trained nurses on the 
recommendations of the medical profession, and, lastly, you owe it to yourselves 
and your association of trained nurses, for you claim, and rightly, that you belong 
to a profession that aims to do benevolent work in the cause of humanity. 

“ There is more or less of prejudice against the trained nurse still existing 
in the community. It is in a measure due to the position assumed by individuals, 
and not by any means applicable to the class. Not a few of you lack tact and 
wisdom in your relation to the families in which you are employed. If you fail 
to adapt yourselves to the domestic environment, it is generally your fault. You 
are an employe of the household, and the family circle may or may not see fit 
to receive you as one of its members. So long as you are treated with all the 
consideration that your comfort demands, consistent with your rights and privi¬ 
leges, you cannot reasonably ask for more—be Bure you take no less; where a 
family manifest a desire to do all they can to aid you, and grant you all these 
rights and privileges, and yet cannot do all that many others can, accept it in the 
spirit in which it is offered, and do not deem it derogatory to your calling to do 
all in your power to aid them, even if you are obliged to assume duties not legiti¬ 
mately belonging to your profession—show a willingness to contribute whatever 
seems necessary to bring your patient through successfully. The frailties and 
vanities of humanity oftentimes manifested by the ignorant and selfish may tax 
your patience to its utmost, but here is where your professional training must 
stand you far above it. If jie wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” 

The commercial side of your profession ls"^ne "fd~be~faTfly _ considered by 
each and every one. You are honestly entitled to a compensation commensurate 
with the amount and character of the duty well performed, while at the same 
time you must, at times, be ready to do some portion of the charity work of 
which there is always so much in the world to be done. The poor we have with 
us always. In solving these various problems, bring to their discussion your 
best judgment and wisdom, trying, as far as possible, not to be biassed by purely 
selfish considerations. 

Philadelphia. —The regular monthly meeting of the University of Pennsyl¬ 
vania Hospital Alumnce was held November 3 and proved to be one of the most 
interesting meetings ever called to order. Twenty-one members responded to 
the roll-call. A change of officers was made,—Miss Damm as first vice-president 
to succeed Miss Sliackford, resigned; Miss Simpson as second vice-president. It 
was decided to have a bazaar for the benefit of the E. R. Fund before Xmas. 
A special meeting of the Ways and Means Committee was called for November 10 
at the home of the treasurer, Mrs. Irwin. After animated discussions, the 
delegate, Miss Rudden, read an interesting report of the convention. 



Official Reports of Societies 227 

Philadelphia. —The regular yearly meeting of the Medico-Chi. Hospital 
Alumna! Association was held in the nurses’ reception-room, Monday, November 3, 
at three p.m. The meeting was called to order by the president. There were ten 
members present and two new names enrolled, Mrs. Jones, nie Culp, and Miss 
Helen Parker. The principal business on hand was the election of officers for the 
coming year, which resulted as follows: President, Miss Anna G. Davis; vice- 
president, Miss Laura Peanne; treasurer, Mrs. Mason, nie Sollenberger, by 
reelection; financial secretary, Miss Gertrude Gerhard; corresponding secretary, 
Mrs. J. VV. Ritter, nie McConeghy, reelected. There was a notable feeling of 
genuine good-will and determination on the part of those present to make the 
association second to none. There were present at this meeting several of the 
older graduates. Mrs. Erisman, nie Daly, formerly chief nurse of the Training- 
School, was among those present, also Mrs. Jones, nie Culp, Miss Eva Love, and 
Miss Addie Mackereth. Miss Mackereth has lately returned from Uncle Sam’s 
army in the Philippines. She entertained the members with glowing accounts of 
her various experiences since leaving thi3 country nearly four years ago. On 
the whole, the meeting was very succssful, both from a business and Bocial stand¬ 
point. 

Brooklyn, N. Y.—The regular quarterly meeting of the Alumnce Association 
of St. Mary’s Training-School for Nurses, Brooklyn, was held October G at 00 
Hewes Street. After the usual business meeting the members were invited to the 
dining-room, where a pleasant surprise awaited them, and a very enjoyable 
hour was spent. 

Toronto, Can. —The third annual luncheon of the Alumna: Association of 
Toronto General Hospital Training-School for Nurses took place at McConkey’B 
on Friday, October 31, 1002, and was a most successful and enjoyable affair. 
The tables were prettily ornamented with chrysanthemums; the menu cards 
were printed in violet ink and tied with violet ribbon, the school color. Favors, 
consisting of small bunches of violets, were provided for each guest, being the 
gift of Mr. Paffard, whose wife is president of the association. 

About seventy covers were laid, and the guests included Miss Snively, 
honorary president of the association; Miss McLeod, general superintendent of 
the Victorian Order of Nurses, Ottawa; Miss Patton, superintendent of Grace 
Hospital, Toronto; Miss Matheson, superintendent of the Isolation Hospital; 
Miss Eastwood, district superintendent of the Victorian Order of Nurses; Miss 
Davidson, of the School of Domestic Science; Dr. Helen Macmurchy and Dr. 
Jennie Gray, representing the medical profession; Mrs. Alfred Denison and Mrs. 
Blewett, the press, and a number of the graduating class of 1902. 

There were also present many graduates of the school, each class from 1880 
being represented, and all wore a purple badge with their class year and the 
piesent year inscribed on it in gold lettering. Mrs. Paffard, the president, in an 
admirable address, outlined the work of the association for the past year, 
calling attention to the fact that an excellent series of lectures had been delivered 
by the doctors, that interest had been well maintained, and that in cases of 
sickness graduate nurses of the Toronto General Hospital Training-School for 
Nurses were to be admitted to the hospital at half rates. She exhorted all 
graduates to become members of the association, and all schools were urged to 
form alumna: associations. The toasts were, “ The King,” responded to by singing 
the national anthem, followed by “ Our Country,” Miss Watson, of Hillcrest 
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Convalescent Home, responding; “Alma Mater,” replied to by Miss Sharpe, 
superintendent of Woodstock Hospital; “ Superintendents of Training-Schools,” 
with a response from Miss Snively; “The Class of 1902,” Miss Trismer; “Mar¬ 
ried Graduates,” Mrs. Mallock; “The Nurse of the Future,” Dr. Helen Mac- 
murchy in an able speech; “The Medical Profession,” Dr. Jennie Gray, and 
“ The Press,” Mrs. Blewett. 

A very pleasant and inspiring reunion was brought to a close by singing 
“ Auld Lang Syne.” 


Syracuse, N. Y.—The Alumnae Association of the Training-School for 
Nurses connected with the Hospital of the Good Shepherd held the regular 
meeting October 30 at the Nurses’ Club, 1012 East Adams Street. Sixteen 
members were present. Reports of the meeting of the New York State Associa¬ 
tion at Rochester were given by Miss Eva Gardner, Miss Irene Johnson, and 
Mrs. Harvey D. Burrill. After discussion it was decided to apply for an 
alumnm membership in this association. The sentiment of our alumna; i3 
heartily in favor of State registration for nurses and also in favor of placing 
such registration in the hands of competent nurses. The report of the Nurses’ 
Club Committee showed that during the last five months, part of which was 
spent in organization, the club has furnished a home for fourteen nurses with 
board, room-rent, registry, and telephone Bervice at very reasonable rates, and 
the cost to the association has been but eight hundred dollars more than has 
already been paid in for board and renc. The illness of two members was 
reported. Miss Sheehan is suffering an attack of pleurisy; Miss Ada Drink- 
water, now resident nurse at St. John’s School, Manlius, is ill with la grippe. 
Both are being cared for in the hospital. A vote of thanks was given the 
Smith Powell Nursery Company for the gift of a tree for the grounds of the 
Training-School. Coffee and sandwiches were served at the close of the business 
meeting. Then everyone helped tie a comfort which . '■“ident members of the 
club are making for Miss Belle Goodenough, one of them . jber, who is soon to 
be married and live in Chicago. 

o.... > 

Boston, Mass. —The annual meeting of the Alum i Josstciation of the 
Boston and Massachusetts General Hospital Training-School for Nurses was 
held in the Thayer Library, October 28. The most important - business to come 
before the meeting was the election of officers, and the appointing of a com¬ 
mittee to consider how our meetings during the coming year could be made 
most profitable. A goodly number were present, and the social hour was very 
enjoyable. 


Brooklyn, N. Y.—The November meeting of the Alumnae Association of the 
Long Island College Hospital was held at the hospital on the 4th instant. After 
the usual business had been transacted, an animated and somewhat lengthy dis¬ 
cussion took place in respect to the county organization in course of formation. 
A letter of condolence was ordered to be sent to the family of the late Miss F. 
Scovil, a member of the association, who had recently died. The meeting then 
listened to a deeply interesting paper from Miss Emma G. Brown descriptive of 
her trip through Great Britain during the summer, for which she was accorded 
a very hearty vote of thanks by those present. 
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New York. —The first regular meeting after the summer vacation of the 
Bellevue Alumna; was held at the Training-School, 420 East Twenty-sixth Street, 
on Thursday, October 10. The business meeting later adjourned to the newly 
built parlor of the Training-School, where a most enjoyable hour was spent in 
admiring the changes effected in the newly remodelled ground floor. The parlor 
particularly has just enough of the old features to make it doubly pleasant to 
those who cherish fond remembrances of their days in the old rooms and who 
would mourn a too sweeping change. All agreed the change to be most desirable, 
and many were the encomiums passed over the coffee-cups as the refreshments 
went their rounds. 


BumaEPOUT, Conn. —A delightful informal Hallowe’en party took place at 
the Nurses’ Home, 1257 Fairfield Avenue. The home has been in existence 
about two years, and accommodates twenty graduate nurses. Much credit is 
due Miss Bartholomew for her successful management. 


Orange, N. J.—The annual meeting of the Alumna; Association of the 
Orange Training-School for Nurses was held October 20, 1902, at 449 Main Street, 
and was well attended. A motion was made and carried that the association 
present a sterilizing apparatus to the new isolation infirmary which is being 
erected on the Training-School grounds, and a committee was appointed to 
inquire into the necessary details and instructed to purchase a suitable appa¬ 
ratus. It was decided that this association should not become an incorporated 
body for the present, and that the subject be indefinitely postponed till some 
future time when the association should be stronger. The election of officers 
then followed. President, Miss Grace Simonds; first vice-president, Miss S. 
Saunders; second vice-president, Miss M. E. Johnson; treasurer. Miss Mar¬ 
garet Squire; secretary, Miss B. M. Druge. The meeting then adjourned. Re- 
freshments were served and a very pleasant social time followed. 

■ ■' rm.t _ 

Brooklyn, N. Y'.^.lie November meeting of the Brooklyn Hospital Alumnae 
Association was unusually well attended. Twenty-nine members were present, 
and five new memb' w added to the list. The treasurer reported that up 
to November 1 !w it ; ■ c dollars had been added to the general fund in response 
to an appeal made to the different members. The association wishes through 
Tiie American-Journal of Nursing to thank all who so promptly contributed to 
the fund for their hearty cooperation. A letter was read from Mrs. Rose, editor 
of the Trained Nurse, asking in behalf of the alumnae members who are sub¬ 
scribers that a report of the meetings be sent to that magazine. The ques¬ 
tion was voted upon favorably. The question of endowing a room in the hospital 
was again brought up and discussed, after which the meeting was adjourned 
until December 2. 


New York. —The regular monthly meeting of the Alumnae Association of 
the New York Hospital Training-School was held in the lecture-room October 8. 
The attendance was not large, as many of the graduates had not yet returned 
to the city, but the meeting was one of interest, and much was accomplished 
towards organizing plans of work for the winter. Notice of the meeting of the 
State Federation of Women’s Clubs, to be held in Brooklyn in November, was 
read, and our association being entitled to two delegates and two alternates. 
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Miss Twitchell and Mis3 McVean were appointed delegates and Miss Somerville 
and Miss Ida Sutliffe alternates. Invitations were read to the festival to be'held 
in the Waldorf-Astoria under the auspices of the Women’s Clubs for the estab¬ 
lishment at a home for friendless young women, and from the West End 
Women’s Republican Club to a reception to be given to Mrs. Benjamin B. Odell. 
The subject of continuing the assistance given last season to the maintenance 
of classes in music at the up-town Nurses’ Settlement was discussed and the 
decision was unanimously in favor of continuing assistance. Business concluded 
and meeting adjourned. 


Rochester. —The annual meeting of the Rochester City Hospital Alumnae 
Association was held at the City Hospital October 14, at which the following 
officers were elected: President, Miss Helena Hascott; first vice-president, Miss 
L. Widman; second vice-president, Miss J. M. Wilson; recording secretary, 
Miss A. E. Kennedy; corresponding secretary, Miss Margaret McLaren; treas¬ 
urer, Miss M. Mathews. There were twenty-two members present and three 
new members were elected. 


Minneapolis, Minn. — The Graduate Nurses’ Association of Hennepin 
County at Minneapolis, Minn., held its first annual meeting at Hennepin County 
Medical Library Rooms. Reports of the past year’s work were read. The roll- 
call showed a membership of twenty-six, with many more applications to be 
considered. The officers for the ensuing year are: President, Miss Erdmann; 
vice-president, Miss Johnson; secretary, Mrs. Roberts; treasurer, Miss Cole¬ 
man. A very interesting lecture-course has been prepared for the coming winter 
which promises to make it one of success. 


Brooklyn, N. Y.—The regular monthly meeting of the Methodist Episcopal 
Hospital Alumna: Association was held at the Methodist Episcopal Hospital 
October 8, 1002. The president, Miss Waterman, was in the chair. Nineteen 
members were present. The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap¬ 
proved. 

The motion to raise the dues from one dollar to two (dollars was then con¬ 
sidered and carried. As this motion had been on the table since April, it was 
a satisfaction to all to have it settled. 

Miss Harriet Hynds, Class of 1900, died suddenly in July. Flowers were 
sent for the funeral, and it was moved that resolutions of sympathy be sent 
to Miss Ilynds’s family and to The American Journal of Nursing. 

The names of Miss Hope and Miss Hartman were proposed for membership 
and referred to the Credential Committee. 

Moved and carried that a letter of congratulation be sent to Miss Harding, 
who has recently become Mrs. William B. Leverich. 

It was then stated that Miss Eva Hall had resigned her position as super¬ 
visor of the Methodist Episcopal Hospital Training-School in September. By 
request, the reason for her action was explained. It was at once decided to send 
a letter to the Board of Managers expressing the disapproval of the association of 
the course pursued by the Training-School Committee in the matter under con¬ 
sideration. It was also moved that a letter of sympathy and regret be sent to 
Miss Hall. 

The meeting adjourned under great stress of feeling. 
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Mbs. E. B. Hutchinson (nie Miss Annie Fryar) has an important place 
on the programme of the Illinois Federation of Women’s Clubs. Mrs. Hutchinson 
will present “ Registration for Nurses,” which the individual Women’s Clubs of 
Illinois have already endorsed. 


New York. —The course of lectures to be given at the League for Political 
Education under the auspices of New York members of the Associated Alumnae 
will be begun on Monday, January 3, 1903, at half-after three, and continued 
for twelve successive Mondays. Miss Adele M. Fielde, author of “ A Political 
Primer of New York City and State” and “ A Manual of Parliamentary Pro¬ 
cedure,” will give four lectures on “ How Our Country is Governed.” These 
lectures will cover the general principles of civil government and the practical 
methods by which the State, the city, and the nation are ruled. Miss Fielde’s 
lectures will be followd by four lectures by Mr. Robert Erskine Ely, director 
of the League for Political Education, on “ Social Problems and Solutions.” 
The subjects of these lectures will be as follows: “The Industrial Revolution,” 
“Trusts,” “Trades Unions,” " The Ideal Society.” It is hoped that Mrs. Lucia 
G. Runkle will be able to deliver the four last lectures of the course on “ History 
in the Making,” a discussion of important movements and questions in con¬ 
temporary politics. It would seem that not a nurse in or near the city but 
would wish to bring her associations into touch with the societies already at 
work on these all-important questions. 


New York. —The first meeting of the season of 1902 of the Mt. Sinai Hos¬ 
pital Alumnas was held at the residence of Miss Switzer and was social in 
character, as, instead of the regular business meeting, it had been decided to 
give a “ birthday party” for the alumnee. Invitations, together with little bags, 
were sent to every member and to friends of the society, asking them to 
contribute as many pennies as they wished towards a fund to endow a room 
for nurses in the new Mt. Sinai Hospital, and to bring the bags and have 
a social cup on November G from three until six o’clock. Most of the members 
were quite enthusiastic, and not only was a pleasant social afternoon enjoyed, 
but a good beginning was made for the “ fund.” The good work still goes on, 
and not a day passes but that a contribution is received, and it is hoped the 
required amount will be in hand when the hospital is ready for occupancy. 
Miss Elizabeth B. Chadwick, of 110 West Ninetieth Street, New York, is secretary 
and treasurer of the fund for the endowed room, and all further contributions 
should be sent to her. 


Bo'ston—New England Hospital Training-School Alumna Association. 
—At this meeting Miss Elizabeth P. Smith, one of the graduates of the early 
days of the hospital, was enrolled. Miss Smith remembers Dr. Dimock and her 
teachings with gratitude and love. All were impressed with her earnestness in 
the welfare of the coming generation of nurses, and could not but feel how true 
her warning against the “ pitfalls and snares” in drugs and stimulants. After 
hearing Miss Smith’s talk, members of the St. Barnabas Guild fully realized Rule 
5 in the individual life, and how necessary the religious life is to all. Miss 
Smith’s twenty-three years of experience with patients and coworkers is certainly 
worth chronicling. Mrs. Abbott, of the Class of 1892, was also enrolled. Miss 
Flora McDonald was present. Miss McDonald has returned from the Johns 
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Hopkins Hospital Training-School, where she has been for two months. Miss 
Isabella Hall has accepted the office of treasurer conditionally. All moneys will 
be sent to the secretary until Miss Hall’s return from New York. 


Portland, Me. —The annual meeting of the Nurses’ Alumnoe Association 
of the Maine General Hospital Training-School was held Wednesday evening, 
November 5, in the committee-room at the hospital. The following officers for 
the ensuing year were chosen: President, MiBS Sarah A. Lyons; vice-president, 
Miss Evelyn M. Osgood; secretary, Miss Lillian N. Brown; assistant secretary. 
Miss Annie S. Noyse; treasurer, Miss Maria Irish; Executive Committee— 
the above officers and one additional member, Mrs. C. H. Chase; Benefit Fund 
Committee—Miss Josephine McLaughlin, Miss Mary J. Graham, Miss Sarah I. 
Gunn. The past year has been the most successful since the association was 
organized. At the September meeting an amendment to the by-laws governing 
the benefit fund was passed which leaves it optional with members whether they 
subscribe to the fund or not. 


Ciiicaoo. —The November meeting of the Illinois Training-School for Nurses 
was a large and interesting one. After the transaction of considerable business 
Miss Jane Addams, of Hull House, spoke on “ Legislation of Child Labor and 
Compulsory Education.” The talk, covering, as it did, subjects of such tre¬ 
mendous importance, but which, nevertheless, the best intentioned too often 
underestimate or overlook, was instructive and profitable in the highest degree. 
For the December meeting Mr. Ernest Bicknoll, of the Bureau of Associated 
Charities, has been secured to speak on “ Organized Charities.” 


The library of the Young Woman’s Christian Association, 7 East Fifteenth 
Street, New York, is anxious to complete its file of the Journal by securing 
copies of October, November, and December, 1901, and January, 1902. Anyone 
having these numbers to dispose of should communicate with the librarian at 
the above address. 


MARRIAGES 

At Brockville, Can., on September 23, Miss Eva Maria Ritchie to Mr. 
Francis Xavier Barrett, of Brooklyn, N. Y. Mrs. Barrett is a graduate of 
St. Mary’s Training-School, Brooklyn, Class of 1901. 

At Wolf Island, Can., on September 30, Miss Agnes E. Staley to Dr. William 
Briggs Nichols, of New York. Mrs. Nichols is a graduate of St. Mary’s Training- 
School, Brooklyn, N. Y., of the Class of 1901. 

Mr. and Mrs. James S. Wythe announce the marriage of their daughter, 
Dorothy A., University of Pennsylvania Hospital graduate, to Mr. C. Leon Lapp, 
Wednesday, October 22, 1902, in Camden, N. J. At home after November 1 at 
120 North Eighth Street, Lebanon, Pa. 

At Rosedale, Toronto, Can., on Wednesday, September 24, Miss Norah Sale, 
Class of 1902, to Mr. Frank Newton Goble. 

On Wednesday, October 8, Miss Bertha Griffiths, Class of 1896, to Dr. John 
Vanus Fowler. Dr. and Mrs. Fowler will reside at 312 Grand Avenue. 
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OBITUARY 

At a meeting of the faculty of the New York Post-Graduate Medical School 
and Hospital, held on October 8, 1902, it was resolved that a committee be 
appointed to draft a minute in appreciation of the professional life and services 
of their late colleague, Professor A. M. Phelps. The committee subsequently 
made the following report, which was ordered to be sent to the medical journals 
for publication and to be spread upon the minutes of the faculty: 

“ In the death of Professor A. M. Phelps our Bchool has lost a teacher and 
the medical profession is deprived of a member whose energy cleared the way for 
great progress in his field of work during the past twenty years. His was the 
spirit of the pioneer. Not content with things that have been done, but ever 
restless to find new vistas with new horizons, his single-hearted devotion to the 
development of what is best in orthopaedic surgery led him to engage in a con¬ 
stant warfare of ideas. No matter whether the ideas were those of colleagues or 
his own, no matter whether he was right or wrong, his energy gave life to the 
subject and set men to thinking. It is such active lives as his that keep 
subjects alive, that keep men aroused, and lead them to their utmost, and when 
this is for no selfish end, but solely bent in the interest of science, we have a 
public benefactor whose usefulness exceeds that of the capitalist who gives his 
million of dollars to the most worthy charity. The capitalist gains his fortune 
through his guidance of the work of others, and the scientist adds to the total 
of the world’s knowledge by stimulating others to follow in his lead of investi¬ 
gation, or to take long steps in progress at his suggestion. In the professions 
there is a tendency for men to fall asleep upon the soft pillows of consensus of 
opinion, but men like Dr. Phelps realize that consensus of opinion is often 
wrong because it represents the lines of least resistance, and he turned all sleepers 
out and made them uncomfortable until they had made their own new opinions. 
Dr. Phelps was impatient with those who were contented in their work, and as 
impatient with himself, for he realized that great fields for giving help to 
suffering fellow-men lay still undiscovered. 

“ According to human experience, greatness implies the possession of con¬ 
structive motives, nobility of purpose, catholicity of view, erudition. Dr. 
Phelps’s motives were always constructive; his ideals were of the noble sort that 
included no interest before the interest of the sufferer. His views were so 
comprehensive that he could not long remain a partisan in any field aside from 
that of definite knowledge. His learning was that of the man of alert conception 
and of trained memory. Dr. Phelps then was a great man, and his opponents 
are the ones who would say it, sooner than he himself would have acknowl¬ 
edged it. 

“ It was not in our school alone, nor in the city, nor in the State, nor in 
America that his talents were recognized, but wherever in the world men are 
engaged in studying the things that he studied, he gave direction to their 
methods and force to their efforts. An influence like that of Dr. Phelps is that 
of the wireless telegraph, sending through invisible ether an impulse that is felt 
and that meets sympathetic response in minds that vibrate in unison at all 
distances, an expenditure of energy that finds its kinetic in the development of 
new knowledge. Yet he was not the one to say that he was right, only that he 
wanted to be right and that he wanted others to be right. 

“ He was proud in his strength yet modest in the presence of those who 
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were stronger than he. Few knew this side of hi3 character, but those of us 
who knew him best, knew how much of humility there was beneath his forceful 
bearing. 

“ And if we speak of Dr. Phelps as the surgeon, what shall we say of him 
as the citizen, as the friend, as the husband and father? Matters of public 
interest were matters with which he made himself conversant, and whether at 
home or abroad he formulated views of public affairs with a clearness of view 
that engaged the attention of statesmen. As a friend he was loyal almost to 
the point of weakness. His enjoyment of life and of his friends was that of a 
man whose spirit of camaraderie overlooked all failings. Beneath the stern 
exterior developed by men of his strength to resist external impressions there 
was a heart so kind and sympathetic that a tale of woe or a pathetic sight 
moved him as it would have moved a woman, and his kindly deeds in response 
to the impulse of a great and generous nature were unknown to the world at 
large because he considered it beneath the dignity of a man to show any side 
excepting the one that accomplishes things by force. 

“ Dr. Phelps has been taken from the home, from the profession, and from 
the world before his activities had reached their zenith, but the influence of such 
a life as his will last beyond the lives of those who felt his influence, and we his 
colleagues, sorrowing in his loss, exult in the privilege that we had in knowing 
him. “ Robert T. Morris, 

“Reynold Webb Wilcox, 
“Henry Lino Taylor, 

“ Committee.” 




Sea-Sickness. —Dr. G. Castelli, of Washington, D. C., says in a letter to the 
Medical Record: “I wish to call attention to a communication concerning sea¬ 
sickness, which was received from the Italian Ambassador to the United States, 
and which I consider worthy of consideration. The text of the communication 
is as follows: 

“ * My Dear Dr. Castelli: Knowing that you are interested in the treatment 
of sea-sickness, I take pleasure in giving you my personal observations on the 
subject. After having found by experience that the only way not to suffer from 
sea-sickness was to lie in a horizontal position, I happened to notice that fixing 
my eyes upon a mirror while dressing (even when the sea was stormy) was suffi¬ 
cient to relieve the unpleasant sensations of sea-sickness. During my last ocean 
trip I tried this accidentally-discovered remedy, and always with good results. 
Take into consideration my observation and make it yours, if you think it may 
be of benefit to science. “ * Mayor des Planches.’ ” 

Dr. Castelli thinks sea-sickness is caused by the eye being obliged to adjust 
itself to a constantly changing horizon caused by the rolling and pitching of the 
ship. In looking in the mirror eyes and glass form one body, and the changing of 
horizons being reflected by a surface equal in every plane, the eye loses the con¬ 
sciousness of the different changes. 



